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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

 The role of women as Entrepreneurs, Heads of
households and Consumers, among others – are
crucial to ending poverty and boosting global
prosperity. They are key to success in international
trade, given that when women trade, the economy
becomes better, poverty is eradicated, employment
is generated and family life becomes improved.
 Although, women in Nigeria supply approximately
70% of agricultural labor, 50% of animal
husbandry/related activities and 60% of food
processing, they have access to only 20% of
available agricultural resources.

 In their desire to address this anomaly, the
Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC), in
supporting
opportunities
for
women
empowerment in international trade has initiated
some programmes geared towards increasing
opportunities for women entrepreneurs in
Nigeria.
 The Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC) is
a Federal Government Agency, charged with the
responsibilities of promotion non-oil export
sector in Nigeria
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Set Common Facility Centers in Aba, Benue State and AGOA training office in Lagos.
• Establishment of Common Facility Centers (CFCs)
to enhance value-addition in Aba and Benue state.
• Establishment of HCDC centre in Lagos for training
of production of clothing for the US market.
• Shea butter Processing plant in Shakki, Oyo state
 To assist women entrepreneurs and youths take
advantage of the inherent benefits of African Growth &
Opportunity Act (AGOA) by meeting the requisite
standards for export to the US market.
Achievement:
 Through HCDC, over 700 graduate trainees have been
able to form cooperatives to access bank loans which
resulted into export of the products to the global
market.
 Trained over 1000 women on Shea butter
production and processing for export

Nigerian Entrepreneur
(Morin.Obaweya) is a
contemporary leather
accessories brand inspired by
artistic Innovation and ethnic
designs for the sassy,
confident and fashionable
individual.
Now available for export
globally
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•
THE ZERO TO EXPORT
PROGRAMME

$300,000 worth of Hibiscus.

Council won the Best Initiative on Trade
Is a capacity development program of Inclusiveness and sustainability Prize at
the 2018 World Trade Promotion
would - be exporters
Organization (WTPO) Awards in Paris,
Through practical handholding approach. France.
A continuation of the Council’s novel
approach to increasing new exporters of
non-oil export, especially, Women and
youths.
ACHIEVMENTS
Graduated more than 525 trainees
Seven Cooperatives for export of Ginger,
Sesame seed, Raw cashew nuts and
Hibiscus formed

Two groups successfully exported
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•
WOMEN IN EXPORT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
The main focus of the WEP includes:
 Product development, human resource
development, capacity building, enhancement of
export competitiveness and marketing as well as
any forms of women empowerment interventions.
 Under this programme, the NEPC created the
Women in Export Division at it’s Headquarters as
well as women desk officer in all the Regional /
Smart offices nationwide.
 Achievement: So far, the NEPC WEP has
succeeded on consolidating the awareness creation
initiatives and sporadic export promotion
activities.
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 International Exposure –
Some NEPC sponsored Trade
fairs/Exhibitions, Conferences for women
owned businesses in Nigeria include the
following:

vi. Trade fairs/Exhibitions in the following
Countries –Ghana, UAE-Dubai, Tanzania,
Miami USA, Las Vegas and IATF-Cairo
among others in 2018

i.

Study tour to SEWA (Self Employed
Women Association), India, 2012.

ii.

World Export Development Forum (WEDF)
held alongside 13th Women vendors
Exhibition and Forum (WVEF), Kigali,
Rwanda, September 15-17, 2014

iii. Women Vendors Exhibition and Forum,
Sao Paulo, Brazil, September, 1st-3rd 2015
iv. African Origin, Mauritius, 2017

v.

SheTrades Global event in Liverpool, UK,
June 26th 28th 2018
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•

 CONCLUSION
 In
conclusion,
developing
countries like Nigeria that require
sustained economic growth in
their
economies
must
pay
attention to women and harness
their great potentials.
 My Agency, the NEPC will continue
to
empower
women
through
various capacity building and
intervention programmes and wish
to solicit for Partnership from
donor Agencies and investors to
make these efforts a huge success.
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